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Professionally, Jodi served as Business Development Director at the accounting 
firm of Heard, McElroy & Vestal, LLC where she developed strategic relationships 
to reach the firm’s growth goal and facilitated business development training for 
the professional staff. Prior to joining HMV, Jodi worked in the family-owned 
business, M.J. Penn Companies, Inc., which specialized in residential development 
and construction. Jodi holds a B.S. in Accounting from Louisiana State University in 
Shreveport. 

Jodi Penn Rives is a Sustaining member of The 
Junior League of Shreveport-Bossier, Louisiana, which 
she joined in 1993. Her service to the League has 
included work as President, Community VP and Ways 
& Means VP. As President-Elect, Jodi facilitated the 
development of a strategic and annual plan and 
implemented the Community Advisory Council. Jodi 
served as an At-Large Director of the AJLI Board of 
Directors from 2012-2015. Her intuitive leadership style 
and strengths in fund development and organizational 
strategy benefit numerous community organizations. 
Jodi served as the Chair of the Feist Weiller LifeSavers 
Ball in 2015 and has recently been appointed to the 
Board of Directors for Louisiana Public Broadcasting 
Foundation. 
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Olivia recently joined the Center for Nonprofit Management in Dallas as the Vice 
President of Search Services, where she sources C-Suite talent for nonprofits. 
Previously, she served as CEO for a nonprofit and worked as a financial executive 
in the insurance industry. Olivia is a graduate of Leadership Florida, Leadership 
Sarasota and the Gulf Coast Leadership Institute. She holds a B.S. in Business 
Administration from the College of Charleston and an M.B.A. from the Citadel. 

Speaker Contact Information 
o Jodi Penn Rives - jodi10710@aol.com
o Olivia Thomas - oliviakirbythomas@gmail.com

Olivia Thomas recently transferred her membership to 
the Junior League of Coll in County from the Junior 
League of Sarasota, which she joined in 1994. In Sarasota, 
she served as President and Treasurer, and as a 
representative to the Florida State Public Affairs Committee. 
Olivia served on the AJLI Governance Committee from 
2008-2010 and as an At-Large Director of the AJLI Board of 
Directors from 2012-2015. Her community volunteer work 
included serving as Board Chair for the local Head Start 
agency and for the domestic violence/rape crisis center; she 
also chaired Town Hall, one of the preeminent speaker series 
in the country.  




